
RATHMORE GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
 

POST-GCSE ADMISSIONS CRITERIA for 2019-20 
 
 

The Board of Governors draws up the Admissions Criteria and delegates to the Principal the responsibility 
of applying the criteria in the selection of pupils. 
 
Rathmore Grammar School is a Catholic Co-educational Voluntary Grammar School which was opened in 
1953 by the Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary whose rich tradition it inherits.  The ethos and 
aspirations of the School are outlined in the School Prospectus. 
 
Admission of pupils will be subject to the availability of places within the school, the particular year group 
and class group and to curricular arrangements and timetable constraints.   
 
Pupils are expected to take at least 3 subjects to A level.   
 
 
As the A level course covers two years, only in exceptional circumstances will applications to 
Upper Six, the second year of the course, be considered.   
 
 
Applicants should normally not have attained the age of nineteen before 2 July prior to the start of their 
Upper Sixth Year. 
 
1 If suitable places are available consideration will be given to accepting applicants of proven academic 

ability and achievement whose school records demonstrate: 
 
(i) respect for school rules and policies and full co-operation with teachers and school management; 
(ii) regular and punctual attendance; overall attendance should be at least 95%; 
(iii) ability to engage in independent study, under the guidance of their teachers; 
(iv) ability to cope with at least 3 A levels, as demonstrated by their GCSE results which must include 
 at least 4 Grade Bs and 3 Grade Cs, including Grade C in English and Mathematics.  
 

2 To take a subject at AS level, pupils should have at least Grade B at GCSE in that subject or in a 
subject which requires similar skills.  The GCSE must be the full examination and all papers must be 
at higher level.   

 
 For A Level Biology, Chemistry and Physics pupils must have a minimum of a Grade B in both 

units of the science subject or a minimum of a Grade B in all units of Double Award Science.  For 
Physics, pupils should also have a Grade B in Mathematics which includes the M8 paper.  It is an 
advantage to have studied GCSE Further Mathematics.  Pupils who have not studied GCSE Further 
Mathematics in Year 12 must study it in Year 13. 

 
For Mathematics, pupils should also have Grade C in Further Mathematics or Grade A in 
Mathematics which includes the M8 paper.   

 
3 To take a subject at A2 level, pupils should have at least Grade C at AS level in that subject. 
 
4 To proceed from Lower 6 to Upper 6 pupils should have at least 3 Grade Cs at AS level.  
 
5 If the number of qualified applicants exceeds the number of places available the Principal will, on the 

basis of the information presented to her, give priority to those applicants whom she considers to be 
the best qualified in terms of academic ability, achievement and commitment to their studies. 

 
APPLICATIONS 

 
Parents of qualified applicants should make an appointment with the Principal and accompany their 
son/daughter to an interview at the school, bringing with them: 
 
(i) school reports for each year of the applicant’s secondary education; 
(ii) official statements of results at GCSE, AS (in exceptional circumstances only) or equivalent levels. 

 
N.B.  Unless these documents are presented applications will not be considered. 
 


