
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Value Statement 

 

This policy has been created by the Board of Governors of the school 

following consultation with pupils, parents and staff. Rathmore is a school 

that fosters academic excellence, cherishes each pupil and, through its 

curriculum, seeks to develop the potential of each individual and the 

growth of the whole person, summed up in the school's motto "Ut vitam 

habeant" - "that they may have life".  Homework is an important aspect of 

the learning process of each child, is an integral part of the curriculum and 

an effective means of communication between the school and parents.   

 

Aims 

Through the effective implementation of this homework policy we seek to 

foster within each pupil: 
 

 the development of self-discipline and a positive attitude to 

independent study; 

 

 the belief that homework is not only an extension and consolidation of 

classroom learning, but in many cases is also preparation for the next 

lesson; 

 

 the development of thinking skills and personal capabilities, in 

particular being creative, managing information, thinking, problem-

solving and decision-making and self-management; 

 

 an understanding of the importance of the cross curricular skills in 

helping each pupil become confident and articulate individuals. 

 

 

 

Links to Other School Policies 

 

The policy is linked to the school’s Pastoral Care, Positive Behaviour and 

Curriculum policies and, like them, seeks to develop the full potential of 

each pupil. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

PUPILS 

 

  Homework should be done in an environment suitable for study. 

 

 A reasonable amount of time should be spent on homework and 

research after each school day except perhaps Friday when it may 

be more appropriate to defer homework to Saturday or Sunday.  

 

 The following approximate times are recommended: 

 

o Year 8:  1 hour 

o Year 9:  1 hour 

o Year 10:  1½ hours 

o Year 11:  2½ hours 

o Year 12:  3 hours 

o Lower 6:   3 hours 

o Upper 6:   3 hours 

 

 The homework time should be staggered over the evening with 

reasonable breaks to encourage focus and attention.  

 

 When homework is completed within the above approximate times 

pupils should devote the remainder of the time to revision or 

research. 

 

 Pupils should listen carefully to their teachers' instructions 

regarding homework. 

 

 Pupils should record the details of homework in their student 

planner and this should be entered in the section for the day on 

which it is due. 

 

 This planner should be taken home each evening and consulted 

before starting homework. 

 

 Extended homework should be worked on regularly and not left 

until the evening before the deadline. 

 

  It is likely that in some cases pupils will be required to use ICT to 

complete homework. There are ICT facilities in school to support 

pupils in this regard. Teachers are free to use cloud technologies to 

enable pupils to submit work online. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  All homework, whether written or learning, must be completed for 

the day required. 

If pupils miss a homework due to absence they are obliged to 

complete the work set on return to school. 

 

 Pupils must take pride in the quality and presentation of their 

homework by following the teacher’s guidelines. 

 

 When homework is completed, pupils should check their timetable 

for the following day and ensure that the appropriate books are in 

their schoolbags. 

 

 Pupils should do their best to complete all homework. They should 

bring a note from parents if they have found homework particularly 

difficult or if they have been unable to complete the homework. 

 

 If pupils are absent from class due to an extracurricular activity, it is 

their responsibility to ensure that they catch up on class work and 

to complete homework. 

 

 After school there is a KS3 Homework Club and the library is open 

for senior pupils as a means of support in the completion of 

homework. 

 

 

TEACHERS 

 

 Teachers should ensure that the homework given to pupils is an 

extension and consolidation of classroom learning or preparation 

for the next lesson.  

* See Appendix 2 

 

 Homework should be given regularly to all classes. 

 

 It should be taken into account that extended pieces of work 

require more time.  It is unfair to ask that such homework be 

handed in the following day. 

 

 Guide-lines should be given as to the approximate amount of time 

to be spent on a homework task. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 Pupils should not be overburdened at the weekend or at a holiday 

period and should not have an excessive amount of homework in 

the lead up to assessments, mock exams in December or the 

summer exams. 

 

 Teachers should expect that pupils have their student planner on 

their desk from the beginning of the lesson. Pupils should be 

allowed adequate time to record homework in their student 

planner. 

 

 Clear explanations regarding the nature of the homework and the 

day /date for when it is due should be given. 

 

 Teachers should demand a high standard of presentation. 

 

 Teachers should ensure that all homework is corrected. 

 

 Pupils’ written homework must be collected and marked on a 

regular basis according to department guidelines. Teachers’ 

feedback, written or oral, should be constructive and designed to 

support pupil learning. 

 

 In order to have a positive impact on pupils’ learning, homework 

should be marked and returned as soon as possible. 

 

   Teachers, at their discretion, will record pupils’ failure to complete 

homework using Behaviour Management within SIMS and if it is 

persistent, they will consult with their Head of Department. Tutors 

and Heads of Year will monitor Behaviour incidents on SIMS each 

week: Monday - Year 12 and Upper Sixth, Friday - Years 8,9,10,11 

and Lower Sixth. 

 

PARENTS 

 

 Parents should take a keen interest in their child's homework. 

 

 As presentation is extremely important, time should be taken to 

check the quality and presentation of homework. 

 

 The time taken by the child to do homework should be monitored. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 Parents should provide a suitable environment for the child to do 

homework. 

 

 The student planner should be checked regularly and should be 

used as a means of communication with the teacher /tutor. 

 

 Parents should contact the child's tutor where there is cause for 

concern. 

 

 Parents will be contacted where their child's failure to do 

homework is causing concern. 

 

 Parents should send an explanation to the teacher if their child has 

been unable to complete the homework. 

 

INTERVENTIONS 

 

The following procedures should be followed if a pupil fails to do 

homework: 

 

 The teacher should seek an explanation as to why the homework 

has not been completed and decide whether to record it on SIMS. 

 

 Depending on circumstances, support should be offered or a verbal 

reprimand should be given and a new deadline for the homework 

set. 

 

 After consultation with the teacher and the tutor, the pupil is 

interviewed by the Head of Department and if necessary, a letter is 

sent to parents. The letter is signed by parents and returned to the 

HoD.  

 

  Detention will be imposed by the Head of Year if the pupil does not 

respond positively. 

 

 Where a tutor becomes aware through SIMS data that a pupil is 

failing to do homework across a range of subjects, the tutor will 

phone home after informing the Head of Year who may decide to 

impose a detention and send a letter home to that effect. If the 

situation does not improve, parents will be invited to school for a 

formal interview with the HoY. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 In all events the classroom teacher is primarily responsible for 

pupils’ homework. 

 

 

This policy will be periodically reviewed by the Board of Governors in 

conjunction with the Senior Leadership Team and updated where 

required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 
 

Homework will arise out of the demands of the course and may take a 

variety of forms including: 
 

Practising skills/reinforcing methods  

Application homework – applying theory/grammatical terms 

Completion of worksheets 

Research of a topic to produce a PowerPoint/for coursework 

Learn the spelling of key terms 

Summaries/mind maps 

Past paper questions 

Writing up/editing notes 

Making revision notes 

Learning spellings and meanings of words/vocabulary/script/speech/key 

facts/formulae/Biblical passages 

Planning essays 

Essay writing 

Drawing graphs 

Directed reading 

Reading criticism/contemporary evidence (newspapers/magazines) 

Watching documentaries 

Extra listening activities 

Practising instrument/voice 

Composition 

Flipped Classroom (See Appendix 2) 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 2 

Flipped Classroom 

Flipped Classroom is a learning approach that challenges pupils to 

learn/prepare new material at home before they have been introduced to 

it in the classroom.  It encourages pupils to become more independent 

learners but is carefully prepared by the class teacher.   

 

For example 

1. Pupils may copy vocabulary at home and practise the vocabulary in 

class. 

2. Pupils may research facts on a particular topic to share in class.  

3. Pupils may read the theory at home and apply it in class. 

4. Pupils may watch a pre-recorded video and come into class with 

questions or the background knowledge for a discussion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


